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e and Vanessas correspondence could at
sny middle-class couple dealing with bills,
haliday plans and travel, When Clive n

£100 for libel. Clive urged Vanessa to sue,

with a published apology.
Maintaining the illusion of their marriage, as well as the fiction that
Angelica was Clive's daughter, was as important for the sake of Hannah
Iaylor Bell as it was for an inquisitive public. Clive needed to keep
on good terms with his mother to avoid any threat to his eventual
inheritance, but he also cared about her in a way he never had f?tlih
father. After a long absence from England in 1931, he apologetically

asked Vanessa to steel herself for a necessary visit to a:::ml”
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marriage in a letter to Julian: ‘You're




