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Changes in the routines of domestic life were 
among the most striking social phenomena of 
the period between the two World Wars, when 

the home came into focus as a problem to be solved. 
Machines for Living shows how the modernization of 
the home led to profound changes in domestic life 
and relied on a set of emergent concepts that form the 
basis of literary modernism. Rosner’s work develops 
a new methodology for interdisciplinary modernist 
studies and shows how the reinvention of domestic 
life is central to modernist literature.

Features
•	 An engaging volume on the relationship between 

modernism and the modernization of the early 
twentieth-century home

•	 Includes previously undiscussed architectural 
works by Virginia Woolf and offers a radical new 
reading of her work

•	 Places women and women’s ambitions in the early 
twentieth century at the center of modernism’s 
emergence

•	 Written to engage experts but accessible to the 
general reader   January 2020  
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