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“Character and Mourning is a pleasure to read throughout; the
readings are consistently illuminating, and the comparative discussion
of the elegiac novels of Woolf and Faulkner is original and expands our
understanding of their work in substantial ways.”—Patrick O’Donnell, 
Michigan State University 

“Intelligent, perceptive, and elegantly written, Character and Mourning 
makes an important contribution to our understanding of genre theory and 
modernism.”—Michael Gorra, Smith College

Highlighting their sustained attention to elegiac reinvention over the course of their writing careers—from 
Jacob’s Room to The Waves, from The Sound and the Fury to Go Down, Moses—Penner moves beyond biographical 
and stylistic differences to recognize Faulkner and Woolf’s shared role in reshaping elegiac literature in the 
period following the First World War.


