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Virginia Woolf’s Modernist Path
Her Middle Diaries and the Diaries She Read

“Lounsberry is the only scholar to treat Woolf’s diaries for themselves—as works of art, as expressions of her
private self, and as testing grounds for her experiments in novel writing.”—Panthea Reid, author of Art and
Affection: A Life of Virginia Woolf

“Offers a fascinating alternative form of biography. Lounsberry is particularly skillful in combining close atten-
tion to and interpretation of the details of Woolf’s diary with affluent sense of her life being lived across the
years—Mark Hussey, author of Virginia Woolf A to Z: A Comprehensive Reference for Students, Teachers, and

Common Readers to Her Life, Work, and Critical Reception
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Becoming Virginia Woolf
Her Early Diaries and the Diaries She Read

“This vital study inspires one to reread Woolf's diaries with special attention to outside influences that
helped shape her writing”—Choice

“Lounsberry ultimately helps us see, through her close attention to what she calls the first three phases in
Woolf’s diary-keeping, how the Virginia Woolf we know actually became that writer. This book is
foundational, one the rest of us will depend on for a long time"—Woolf Studies Annual

“Lounsberry’s deeply researched and gracefully written book shows not only Woolf’s development into a
great diarist but also her evolvement into the fiction and nonfiction writer revered today."—Gay Talese,
author of A Writer’s Life
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