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Linguistics 5603



   Spring 2017
Sociolinguistic Field Methods

PAES Building A105
Tuesdays and Thursdays  12:45-2:05 pm

Kathryn Campbell-Kibler

Office:  109L Ohio Stadium East (enter between gates 22 and 24)


E-mail: campbell-kibler.1@osu.edu  

Office hours: By appointment.

This course introduces students to the collection of data in sociolinguistics, focusing primarily on the traditions of sociolinguistic variation and language attitudes. Students will collect data using a range of methods, including surveys, anonymous interaction, public observation, the sociolinguistic interview and ethnographically-oriented interviews. Data processing techniques, including transcription, will also be discussed. Students will complete regular homework assignments and corresponding reflections, as well as a final project which will present a design for data collection for a relevant study.

Requirements and Evaluation
In-class participation




40%

Wiki participation




40%

Out-of-class data gathering and reflections

30%

Final project





30%

In-class participation: Participation will be measured through attendance and contributions to class discussions.  All students will be expected to participate in discussions and activities.  

Wiki participation: We will collaboratively create a protocol for a single large study, based on our readings, discussions and experiences in the field.  Each week, students should contribute 1-2 substantive edits, questions or comments (2-3 thoughtful and contentful sentences). 
Out-of-class data gathering and reflections: In these assignments you will use the skills we discuss in class to gather small amounts of data out in the world. For each assignment, you will submit the data itself and a 1-2 page reflection on the process. These experiences will also be valuable sources of insight for the Wiki participation.
Final project: For the final project you will develop a methods plan for a sociolinguistic research study.  You should decide by 4th week on a research question and discuss your plan with the instructor.  You will not be required to collect the data.

Academic honesty: OSU’s policy on academic honesty and plagiarism is available at http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp.  You are responsible for knowing this code of conduct and adhering to it.  If you have any questions about the code or academic honesty in general, please ask.  Should you be discovered to have violated this policy on any exam or assignment for this class, you will automatically receive no credit for that assignment and, depending on the severity of the offense, may fail the course.

Accommodations:  The University strives to make all learning experiences as accessible as possible. If you anticipate or experience academic barriers based on your disability (including mental health, chronic or temporary medical conditions), please let me know immediately so that we can privately discuss options.  To establish reasonable accommodations, I may request that you register with Student Life Disability Services.  After registration, make arrangements with me as soon as possible to discuss your accommodations so that they may be implemented in a timely fashion. SLDS contact information: slds@osu.edu; 614-292-3307; slds.osu.edu; 098 Baker Hall, 113 W. 12th Avenue.  

