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Recent research in semantics, phonetics and sociolinguistic variation has emerged bearing on strikingly similar questions, namely how speakers and hearer associate linguistic units with attributes of speakers, listeners and social situations.  The Ohio State University Department of Linguistics is particularly well poised to draw these themes together and significantly boost interdisciplinary approaches to these questions, having faculty centrally involved in the most centrally involved areas of all three fields, as well as having close at hand faculty from the related disciplines of social psychology, linguistic anthropology and psycholinguistics.

In addition to divergent disciplinary histories, assumptions and driving questions, the methodologies in each field vary drastically.  Researchers interested in asking questions which are new and exciting in their own field run the risk of rehashing or misunderstanding well-established knowledge in others that they lack exposure to.

The key questions for this workshop concern relationships between linguistic structures and social information.  These relationships may include concepts such as social meaning, indexical meaning, expressive meaning, connotations, language attitudes, and many others.  In all of these related fields, questions of how individuals learn, store and use such relationships are among the most challenging.

We envision a workshop that brings together researchers working all of these areas to share insights into the question of how linguistic and social information are connected in mental representations and processes. Our hope is that participants will leave the workshop with:

1) A clearer idea of the assumptions, methods and questions of the other fields.

2) Ideas and inspirations for new lines of research in the area(s) outlined above.

3) Contacts in other fields they can turn to in the future for collaboration, reality checks and further inspiration.

In each of these fields, questions of social and situational loading of linguistic cues represent some of the most exciting new directions, giving this workshop the potential to substantially raise OSU’s profile.

We propose a workshop of two days, consisting of a small group of invited participants, as well as OSU graduate students who are doing related work. The first morning will include one to  two panel discussions laying out some of the key questions in each field and discussing mismatches in terminology and tools (for example, what we mean by the term “meaning” itself).  The first afternoon and second morning would feature talks from participants involving recent work or work-in-progress.  The final afternoon would be devoted to break-out discussion sessions.

Participants to invite:

OSU:

Laura Wagner

Mary Beckman

Elizabeth Hume

Cynthia Clopper

Shari Speer

Mark Pitt

Simon Dennis

Leslie Moore

Marcia Farr

Galey Modan

Scott Schwenter

Russ Fazio

Kiwako Ito

Outside OSU:

Penny Eckert

Chris Potts

Sally McConnell-Ginet

Nik Coupland

John Beavers

Miyako Inoue

Outside OSU (possible others, if funding allows):

Martha Palmer 

Michael Silverstein

Katie Drager

Jen Hay

Devyani Sharma

Ben Munson

Keith Johnson

Laura Staum-Casasanto

Molly Babel

Dedre Gentner 

Rob Podesva

