THE MYSTERY OF “SHOSHANAT YISRA’EL”

Note:  examples below are based on real books, but the records have been simplified to reduce some irrelevancies.  They are expressed in RDA format.
What is really going on when a “rabbinic” author writes several books with the same title proper and a different topic for each one?

Is he

a) writing an unnumbered multipart, which might be cataloged as follows:
	100
	1
	
	‡a Ḳaner, Mordekhai Yehudah, ǂc ha-Leṿi, ǂe author.

	880
	1
	
	‡a קנר, מרדכי יהודה,ǂc  הלוי.

	240
	1
	0
	‡a Shoshanat Yiśraʼel

	245
	1
	0
	‡a Sefer Shoshanat Yiśraʼel / ǂc neʻerakh be-s.d. ʻa. y. Mordekhai Yehudah ha-Leṿi Ḳaner ben la-a.a.m. ṿe-r. ha-r. R. Yiśraʼel, zal.

	880
	1
	0
	‡a ספר שושנת ישראל / ǂc ערך ע"י מרדכי יהודה הלוי קנר בלאאמו״ר הר״ר ישראל, ז״ל.

	260
	 
	 
	‡a Toronto, Ont. : ǂb Mordekhai Yehudah ha-Levi Ḳaner, ǂc 770-<772> [2009 or 2010-<2011 or 2012>]

	880
	 
	
	 Toronto, Ont. ‡a : ‡b מרדכי יהודה הליו קנר, ‡c 770-<772> [2009 or 2010-<2011 or 2012>].

	300
	
	
	‡a volumes ; ‡c 23 cm

	505
	1
	
	‡a [1] ʻAl hilkhot Nidah – [2] ʻAl hilkhot Ḥanukah 


b) writing, one at a time, parts of an envisioned longer work, which might be cataloged as follows:

	100
	1
	
	‡a Ḳaner, Mordekhai Yehudah, ǂc ha-Leṿi, ǂe author.

	880
	1
	
	‡a קנר, מרדכי יהודה,ǂc  הלוי.

	240
	1
	0
	‡a Shoshanat Yiśraʼel. ǂp Nidah

	245
	1
	0
	‡a Sefer Shoshanat Yiśraʼel. ǂp ʻAl hilkhot Nidah / ǂc neʻerakh be-s.d. ʻa. y. Mordekhai Yehudah ha-Leṿi Ḳaner ben la-a.a.m. ṿe-r. ha-r. R. Yiśraʼel, zal.

	880
	1
	0
	‡a ספר שושנת ישראל.  ǂpעל הלכות נדה / ǂc נערך ע"י מרדכי יהודה הלוי קנר בלאאמו״ר הר״ר ישראל, ז״ל.

	260
	 
	 
	‡a Toronto, Ont. : ǂb Mordekhai Yehudah ha-Levi Ḳaner, ǂc 770 [2009 or 2010]

	880
	 
	
	 Toronto, Ont. ‡a : ‡b מרדכי יהודה הליו קנר, ‡c 770 [2009 or 2010].


	100
	1
	
	‡a Ḳaner, Mordekhai Yehudah, ǂc ha-Leṿi, ǂe author.

	880
	1
	
	‡a קנר, מרדכי יהודה,ǂc  הלוי.

	240
	1
	0
	‡a Shoshanat Yiśraʼel. ǂp Ḥanukah

	245
	1
	0
	‡a Sefer Shoshanat Yiśraʼel. ǂp ʻAl hilkhot Ḥanukah / ǂc neʻerakh be-s.d. ʻa. y. Mordekhai Yehudah ha-Leṿi Ḳaner ben la-a.a.m. ṿe-r. ha-r. R. Yiśraʼel, zal.

	880
	1
	0
	‡a ספר שושנת ישראל : ǂb על הלכות חהוכה / ǂc נערך ע"י מרדכי יהודה הלוי קנר בלאאמו״ר הר״ר ישראל, ז״ל.

	260
	 
	 
	‡a Toronto, Ont. : ǂb Mordekhai Yehudah ha-Levi Ḳaner, ǂc 772 [2011 or 2012]

	880
	 
	
	 Toronto, Ont. ‡a : ‡b מרדכי יהודה הליו קנר, ‡c 772 [2011 or 2012].


c) writing a number of books on various topics which happen to have the same title proper, and therefore have to be distinguished in the cataloging by qualified uniform titles, this way:

	100
	1
	
	‡a Ḳaner, Mordekhai Yehudah, ǂc ha-Leṿi, ǂe author.

	880
	1
	
	‡a קנר, מרדכי יהודה,ǂc  הלוי.

	240
	1
	0
	‡a Shoshanat Yiśraʼel (Nidah)

	245
	1
	0
	‡a Sefer Shoshanat Yiśraʼel : ǂb ʻal hilkhot Nidah / ǂc neʻerakh be-s.d. ʻa. y. Mordekhai Yehudah ha-Leṿi Ḳaner ben la-a.a.m. ṿe-r. ha-r. R. Yiśraʼel, zal.

	880
	1
	0
	‡a ספר שושנת ישראל : ǂb על הלכות נדה / ǂc נערך ע"י מרדכי יהודה הלוי קנר בלאאמו״ר הר״ר ישראל, ז״ל.

	260
	 
	 
	‡a Toronto, Ont. : ǂb Mordekhai Yehudah ha-Levi Ḳaner, ǂc 770 [2009 or 2010]

	880
	 
	
	 Toronto, Ont. ‡a : ‡b מרדכי יהודה הליו קנר, ‡c 770 [2009 or 2010].


	100
	1
	
	‡a Ḳaner, Mordekhai Yehudah, ǂc ha-Leṿi, ǂe author.

	880
	1
	
	‡a קנר, מרדכי יהודה,ǂc  הלוי.

	240
	1
	0
	‡a Shoshanat Yiśraʼel (Ḥanukah)

	245
	1
	0
	‡a Sefer Shoshanat Yiśraʼel : ǂb ʻal hilkhot Ḥanukah / ǂc neʻerakh be-s.d. ʻa. y. Mordekhai Yehudah ha-Leṿi Ḳaner ben la-a.a.m. ṿe-r. ha-r. R. Yiśraʼel, zal.

	880
	1
	0
	‡a ספר שושנת ישראל : ǂb על הלכות חהוכה / ǂc נערך ע"י מרדכי יהודה הלוי קנר בלאאמו״ר הר״ר ישראל, ז״ל.

	260
	 
	 
	‡a Toronto, Ont. : ǂb Mordekhai Yehudah ha-Levi Ḳaner, ǂc 772 [2011 or 2012]

	880
	 
	
	 Toronto, Ont. ‡a : ‡b מרדכי יהודה הליו קנר, ‡c 772 [2011 or 2012].


A problem with all these solutions is that you can’t recognize the situation until receipt or rumor of the existence of another item in the series.  On receipt of the first known item in such a series, the library has no option but to catalog it as a stand-alone, and adoption of one of the three treatments described above has to be superimposed on the original record when the second item in the series arrives.

Solution a) has in its favor (the theory?) that it’s easier to add a volume and new subjects to an already-existing record than to create a whole new record.  A disadvantage is that the first item will be classified with the first topic, probably not at all the same as the topic of the second item.  Should the first item be retrieved and reclassified, or doesn’t it matter?  This decision may depend on whether the library doing the cataloging has browsable stacks. 

Solutions b) and c) have in their favor that each item will have only its own subjects and class, and otherwise seem to require about the same amount of work.  If you reject the multipart solution, how to choose which of these to apply?  Which one better represents the “truth” of the situation?  Do we care?
Would any high goal (e.g., simplifying record-sharing) be served in prescribing a single solution to this situation and encouraging all Hebraica libraries to use that solution?  
