Hi Aron, 
 

Our catalogers had a discussion today regarding the suggested list of Jewish Genre/Form Headings. 
Unfortunately, we can not participate in RAS  Cataloging committee meeting during AJL Convention of 2011. 
We gathered some notes and alternative terms from our discussion today that we would like to share with the committee. 
 

 

A. Our general comments: 
 

We reviewed the list and recommend the following:
 

1. Deleting the term “Hasidic hagiographies”  and using “Hasidic biographies” only.
 

2. Deleting “Jewish” from Jewish cantorial music so that the term reads “cantorial music.”
 

3. Deleting “religious” from the terms beginning with “Jewish religious dramas” and ending with “Jewish religious television programs” i.e. 9 terms.
 

4. Change the spelling of “Purim shpiels” to  “Purim shpils.”
 

5. Use only “rabbinical biographies.” Do not use “rabbinic hagiographies.”
 

 

B. Please consider the following modifications and deletions: 
 

List of Jewish Genre/Form Headings
 

Bentsher/Birkhon

                Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

                Berit milah

                Wedding

Hasidic biographies

Hasidic legends

Jewish art (subdivide further?? i.e. Jewish painting??)

Jewish bedtime prayers

Jewish benedictions (collections of berakhot in general; different from Bentsher/Birkhon)

Jewish Bible fiction

Jewish Bible stories

Jewish Biographies

Cantorial music

Jewish eulogies (sheloshim, etc.)

Jewish fallen soldiers biographies/Israeli fallen soldiers biographies
Jewish funeral sermons
Jewish hymns

Jewish legends

Jewish outreach literature (kiruv)

Jewish prayers for the traveler

Jewish dramas

Jewish fiction

Jewish poetry

Jewish detective fiction

Jewish suspense fiction

Jewish films

Jewish newspapers and periodicals

Jewish radio programs

Jewish television programs

 

 

Jewish religious objects

                Hamsas

                Jewish Amulets

                Jewish spice boxes

                Jewish wedding canopies

                Ketubbot (better here than in Jewish law g/f list???)

                Kiddush cups

                Menorah

                Mizrah signs

                Shofar

                Shivitis

                Tallitot

                Tefillin

                Torah scrolls

                Zizith

Musar literature (also musar shiurim on cassettes?)

Nigunim

Parashiyot ha-shavua/Weekly Torah portion publications

Purim shpils

Rabbinical Biographies.

Rabbinical Collectible Cards (i.e. Collectible Cards of Rabbis)

Rabbinical Biographies

 

C.  Other Jewish religious objects to be considered: 
 

Omer calendars. 
Synagogue custom wall calendars
                Hamsas

Ushpizin & Noi to hang in Sukkah
Ke’arot for Seder table symbolic foods
                Jewish Amulets

Mezuzot for doorposts, for necklace, for dashboard
                Besamim -- Jewish spice boxes

Pushkes – tsedakah boxes
                Huppot -- Jewish wedding canopies

sukkot
                Ketubbot (better here than in Jewish law g/f list???)

Tenaim – antenuptial agreements
                Gaviot -- Kiddush cups

Yad – Torah-reading pointers
                Menorot
Pamotim – year-long candle-holders
                Mizrah signs

kippot
                Shofarot
2-handled Netilat yadayim cups
                Shivitis

Sevivonim / dreydlach
                Tallitot

Raashanim / graggers
                Tefillin

Tallit & tefillin bags
                Torah scrolls

Ben gavra – Torah cloths; Torah mantles & sashes
Parokhot – Torah ark drapes
                Ziziot

 

 

Best wishes,  
JTS Cataloging Dept.
