AJL RAS Cataloging Committee Meeting Agenda, AJL Convention, Montreal, Quebec, 

June 19, 2011, 2:30-3:30 p.m. 

1. Approve 2010 Minutes; designate minute-taker (5 minutes)
2. Proposal regarding the Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic World (EJIW) (Rachel S.; Counter-Proposal: Joan; 15 minutes)
 
3. AJL Cataloging Committee involvement with RDA (Joan, Heidi; 15 minutes)
 
4. Judeo-Arabic romanization table approved (Joan; 5 minutes)
 
5. Syriac romanization table progress (Joan; 5 minutes)
 
6. Jewish Law Genre/Form Update (Aaron; 2 minutes)
 
7.  Religion Genre/Form Update (Barbara Kemmis, ATLA; 10 minutes)
 
8. Reminder: OCLC Update, 4:30-6
Rachel Simon’s proposal regarding the Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic World (EJIW)

My proposal is that The Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic World (EJIW) will be an authorized source for establishing names of Jewish authors in Hebrew script who have lived or worked in the Islamic world as the 4th option, namely, that the order will be

Names of Persons With Surnames Written in the Hebraic Alphabet:
Follow this order of preference when establishing headings for Hebrew and Yiddish persons with surnames:

1. If the name is found in Academic American Encyclopedia, and in The Encyclopedia Americana, and in Encyclopaedia Britannica (15th ed.), use the form found in these three sources; if the form varies in these three sources, use the form found in Encyclopaedia Britannica (15th ed.).

2. If the name is found prominently in a romanized form on the person’s works in Hebrew or Yiddish, use this form.

3. If the name is found in The Encyclopaedia Judaica, use this form.

4. If the name is found in The Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic World, use this form.

5. Otherwise, use the systematically romanized form of the name.

The main reason why EJIW was created is that so many issues relating to Jews in the Islamic World are neglected or completely ignored in EJ. I am aware of the fact that EJIW is expensive, but its proposed use in this proposal is limited to a small number of cases and institutions:

· It is only for those cases that the book in hand is in Hebrew and that the name does not appear in the first three categories mentioned above nor is it found prominently in a Romanized form in the book in hand

· The number of libraries which are permitted to establish Hebrew names is limited, and even fewer are permitted to establish rabbinic Hebrew names

· OCLC has over 100 holdings for EJIW: some are duplicate or in Europe and  Israel, but most of the libraries establishing Hebrew names, and specifically rabbinic Hebrew names, already own EJIW, and based on the research interests of others, I trust more will own it soon. I’ll provide updated full data at the Cataloging Committee’s meeting.
--Rachel Simon

 Joan submitted a counter-proposal to the cataloging committee.  The full text of Joan’s counter-proposal follows in italics.  

For names of Jewish authors in Hebrew script who are known to have lived or worked in Islamic countries, catalogers may consult the *Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic World* for help in determining the ALA/LC systematic romanization of the name. Consonants will be transcribed according to the appropriate romanization system for the work in hand; vowels may be assigned on the basis of the form of the name in the encyclopedia.  Romanized forms of name found in this encyclopedia are not authorized for use as headings solely on the basis of their occurrence in it.

Note:  This rule is valid only for names being established from works in Hebrew script.  If it is desired to extend the use or authority of this reference source to names found in Arabic contexts, consult the Library of Congress Policy & Standards Division.

--Joan Biella

Joan also points out that Rachel’s proposal would, in effect, require all NACO libraries to purchase this costly encyclopedia if they plan to establish names for Jews from the Islamic world who do not appear in the Encyclopedia Judaica.

