Minutes of a Meeting regarding Judaism Genre/Form Headings, Library of Congress, Monday, June 6, 2011
Present: Nahid Gerstein, Roger Kohn, Aaron Kuperman, Henry Lefkowitz, and Aaron Taub

In keeping with the spirit of the developing ATLA religion genre/form list, the group came up with a very rough wide-ranging list.  We realize that this is simply a preliminary effort and will be considerably altered as the process continues.  We came up with a list that includes artifacts and realia which could be useful for museums and archives.  Nahid and others felt it was important to add the word “religious” to the headings that could otherwise be construed as literary or cultural (Jewish fiction or Jewish films).  
Language

Henry raised the issue of language currently used in LCSH.  For example, if “Jewish sermons” becomes a genre/form heading, will the languages be retained also (i.e. Jewish sermons, Hebrew)?

Liturgical Works

Arguably, the bulk of the work in Judaism for which genre/form would be applicable are liturgical works (siddurim, mahzorim, and haggadot).  Given that we have such carefully orchestrated pattern headings—texts alone, texts with commentary, commentary with text, commentary alone—how will we handle such works?  

One possibility to replace our pattern with a g/f heading for the liturgical work and one for the commentary.  The group did not pursue this question in great depth.
The larger relationship of uniform titles to genre/form headings also has to be addressed.
Roger asked: Will the distinct rites of liturgical works be factored into the genre/form headings for those works (Siddurim (Ari rite)?

Aaron K. posed the following questions and noted:

1. What is a religion/sect?  Are Catholics distinct from Christians?  Are Hasidim distinct from Jews? If they decide on a post-coordinated approach (next question) the question is moot since we could use the most specific term for the group (perhaps as a 650 or 610).

2. Should we plan on establishing a group-specific heading for each and every topic (e.g. Jewish amulets, Muslim amulets, Wiccan amulets) or would it be easier to establish generic terms (e.g. Amulets) and have a second heading for the group.

This is a problem with some of the law terms, and is perhaps a major issue for form-genre headings that needs to be resolved before further discussion.

List of Jewish Genre/Form Headings

Bentsher/Birkhon


Bar/Bat Mitzvah 


Berit milah


Wedding

Hasidic biographies

Hasidic hagiographies 

Hasidic legends

Jewish art (subdivide further?? i.e. Jewish painting??)

Jewish bedtime prayers

Jewish benedictions (collections of berakhot in general; different from Bentsher/Birkhon)

Jewish Bible fiction

Jewish Bible stories

Jewish Biographies

Jewish cantorial music

Jewish eulogies (sheloshim, etc.)

Jewish fallen soldiers biographies/Israeli fallen soldiers biographies

Jewish funeral sermons

Jewish hymns

Jewish legends

Jewish outreach literature (kiruv)

Jewish prayers for the traveler

Jewish religious dramas

Jewish religious fiction

Jewish religious poetry

Jewish religious detective fiction

Jewish religious suspense fiction

Jewish religious films

Jewish religious newspapers and periodicals

Jewish religious radio programs

Jewish religious television programs

Jewish religious objects


Hamsas


Jewish Amulets


Jewish spice boxes


Jewish wedding canopies


Ketubot (better here than in Jewish law g/f list???)


Kiddush cups


Menorah


Mizrah signs


Shofar


Shivitis


Tallitot

Tefillin


Torah scrolls


Zizith

Musar literature (also musar shiurim on cassettes?)
Nigunim

Parashiyot ha-shavua/Weekly Torah portion publications

Purim shpiels

Rabbinical Biographies.

Rabbinical Collectible Cards (i.e. Collectible Cards of Rabbis)
Rabbinical Hagiographies (possibly too much of a “value judgment” to separate from Rabbinical Biographies??)
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